
LONG STRATTON FOOTPATH WARDEN’S REPORT JUNE 2025 

 

Footpaths on the east side of Long Stratton continue to be affected by the by-pass construction, 

although 2 paths remain open to allow through passage. 

I have travelled along all the other paths, carrying out routine care work with my secateurs where 

necessary, if possible.   Paths closed because of bypass works are marked N/A 

The problem with the curling chicken wire on the new plank bridge midway along FP18 that I 

mentioned in my September report was never fixed.   It is actually not quite as dangerous as it 

was as it has been tamped down a bit with footfall but I still think it should be looked at and fixed 

properly (by us) as it is a man-made trip hazard. 

 

FP1  (Hempnall Rd to A140) As before. 

 

FP2 (North from Hempnall Rd)  This path heads north before swinging round on grass to the 

right to cross a small bridge into the parish of Morningthorpe   The gate mentioned in my last re-

port is still off its hinges and is standing on the opposite side of the path.   It doesn’t look as if it’s 

intended to replace it.    Meanwhile the stile has become totally overgrown by tall weeds and a 

small tree but if the main path is to remain unimpeded that’s fine.   The right of way remains. 

 

FP3 (between Church Lane and Hempnall Rd)   At the moment the surface is very good and 

with the lack of rain the Church Road end is dry.    The sign post at the Hempnall Road end 

somehow now holds its pointer at a drooped angle but is clear enough.   The hedge had grown 

over it and I trimmed it down. 

 

FP 4 (east from FP3)   Nice well-used grassy path leading over plank bridge to field path to 

Morningthorpe.   Plank bridge not too overgrown but trimmed off some nettles and thistles before 

they become a problem.    

FP5 (A short length between Church Lane and Norwich Road cutting off the corner).   The 

Fingerpost has been righted.    The path is obviously used as it is trodden down through very long 

grass. 

FP6 (from FP7 to St Michael’s Church.  N/A. 

FP7 (Churchfields estate to Rhees Green near junction with Church Lane)   N/A. 

FP8 (A140 towards Picton Rd)   Good grass path.    Before it gets to Picton Road it now 

crosses the new road workings from A140 to Swan Lane.  There’s no problem with this; it’s all 

nicely fenced off.  

FP12  Tarmac between A140 and St Michael’s Rd past car park.  

FP13   (From Edge’s Lane to Rhees Green)   One of the gated footpaths. 

FP14  (Rhees Green eastwards towards Morningthorpe) .   Good field edge path with lots of use.   

I cleared  the usual brambles and tall weeds that threatened the plank bridge.. 



FP15   (Star Lane to Hall Rd)  The other gated path.   Quite fun to inspect the progress of the by-

pass as go over the route.   There was a problem with access at Hall Rd a few weeks ago which 

was sorted by the Town Council. 

FP16  (from FP15 to Mill Rd)    Remarks as before.  

FP17 (from Mill Lane going east)  Good path.   

FP18 (right turn from FP17 to Mill Rd)   Nice walking long grassy field edge path, then our new 

footbridge.  The chicken wire is still loose and tangled at one end.   Please see preamble.  The 

cross-piece of the stile beyond has continued to slowly deteriorate.   I might request that the stile 

be removed rather than repaired as it serves no purpose.    The footpath between here and Mill Rd 

has been hedged off from the mill and is now only a few metres wide so no animals will ever be 

put here to graze. 

FP19 (Hall Rd to Wood Green.   The path has not been replaced and difficult to see where to go.   

Tramlines a few metres in at Hall Rd help a bit but then there is no indication where the path 

changes direction to Wood Green.   There are no indications at all of path at Wood Green end and 

the fingerpost is damaged and has lost its sign. 

FP20 (A140 opp. Parker’s Lane to Haynton’s Lane).    Excellent wide path, well used.  

FP21  (Parker’s Lane to Wood Green)  N/A. 

 

FP22 (Mill Rd to RB23 at Wood Green)  A sturdy fingerpost has now been put in place.   How-

ever, the path has not been replaced.    There are some narrow tramlines but you have to walk 10 

or 15 metres through crop to get to them.    It is hardly worth reporting as by the time such reports 

reach the top of the action list the field has been harvested. 

RB23 (Wood Green to Mill Road past Mayfields Farm).  Good path  

FP24 (Wood Green to join Morningthorpe FP28)  It looks as though the path was mowed early 

on in the year so you can walk along to where the farmer has cut a path through the rape.   Unfor-

tunately it won’t be long before the nettles have grown too tall to walk over but hopefully by then 

the rape will have been harvested and we can walk along the edge of the field.    Also rape seed 

has grown back along the cleared path through the field but much smaller and it is still negotia-

ble.   At least the farmer complied with regulations and did his best.    Thank you, Sir. 

FP25 (part of Boudicca’s Way from Parker’s Lane through Tyrrel’s Wood).   All OK.  Previous 

remarks hold 

FP 26 (Parker’s Lane near Tyrrel’s Wood, winding through nearly to A140) .  N/A 

FP27  (from A140 opposite the kennels to Hayton’s Lane 200 yards short of Wacton Common)  

The repeater sign at the mid-field boundary has been replaced and a smart new plank bridge put 

across the ditch.  Needless to say, the farmer of the western half of this path has not replaced it – 

he never does.   However, there are some tramlines through the wheat close to the route which 

stop 10 or 12 metres from the edge in both directions and I have trodden a very obvious path 

through these sections to connect to the tramlines.   The eastern field has not been sown and there 



are some tall weeds growing but the path from last year is mostly visible.   Nettles and brambles 

were already growing through the new plank bridge and I have trimmed them right down. 

 

 

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN 

 

Reported to Highways 

1. FP 19: State of path 

2. FP 19: Damaged fingerpost 

3. FP 22: Crop over path  

4. FP 27: Crop over path 

 

Actions taken following my last report with thanks to the Highways Footpath division. 

1. FP20: missing fingerpost at A140 end replaced  

2. FP22: damaged fingerpost replaced  

3. FP27: missing repeater sign replaced 

4. FP27: very good plank bridge replacing the rotted one installed. 

5. FP5:   Fingerpost replaced  

 

Bonnie Wade,  Long Stratton Voluntary Footpath Warden  

2 June 2025 


