
The Sexton’s Wheel
The magazine for Long Stratton & Wacton

Issue 242

March 2024



2

Usual office hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday between 10am and 
2pm and by appointment on Wednesday.

Tel:  Clerk Becky Buck 01508 530524    E-mail: clerk@longstrattoncouncil.info
For general enquiries Email: office@longstrattontowncouncil.info

Long Stratton Town Council, The Pavilion, 
Manor Road, Long Stratton

Church Parish Office
Due to a change in circumstances the Parish Office will no longer open.

If you know of anyone who is unwell or would benefit from a visit from a member of our 
ministry team, please contact the team vicar:  Revd. John Madinda on 01953 789240.

St Mary’s  Steve Dugdale - (01508) 530717 	  
				                 	  
St Michael’s  Rosemary Bennett - (01508) 530296

All Saints’  Angie Baldwin (01508) 536639	                                  

Congregational Church  June Braddock (01508) 470701

Church Contacts

The Editors reserve the right to edit or decline any material submitted for publication.  While every 
effort is made to ensure that the contents of the magazine are accurate, no responsibility can be 
taken for errors and omissions. The material printed does not necessarily represent the views of 
the magazine committee and no recommendation of products or services is implied.   While the 
committee take reasonable care when accepting advertisements for publication, it cannot accept 
responsibility for any unsatisfactory transactions.  Errors and omissions excepted.

The hall can be booked as follows:

Via our facebook page, search Long Stratton Village Hall
Via our website www.longstrattonvillagehall.org.uk
Email us at longstrattonvillagehall@outlook.com
Call Kirsty Dye on 07986942804 and leave a message
Hire rates from as little as £7.50 per hour.

Long Stratton Village Hall - 
Booking Information

Attractive and welcoming community space available for hire: hall or meeting room
Hire rates start at £6.00 per hour. To book go to wactonvillagehall.co.uk 
Email: bookings@wactonvillagehall.co.uk, orTel: Maz Richardson 07932269693
Licenced bar available through Wacton Social Club. Contact taylor169@btinternet.com

Wacton Village Hall - Booking Information
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The Sexton’s Wheel Team

2.  Booking information Long Stratton &
     Wacton Village Halls.
     Church Contacts.
     LSTC opening hours.

5.  New Life and Hope

7.  Brownies.
     Borderhoppa.
       
9.  School Crossing.

10. Long Stratton & District W.I.
       Caravan to Rent.

11.  Long Stratton Medical Partnership.
 
12.  Long Stratton Town Council.
        
15. Messy Church Update.
          .    
18/19. Calendar.

20.  Tharstom & District W.I.
        Diss U3a.

23.  Harleston & District Choral Society.
        Harleston U3a.

24.  Lets Chat.
        

 31. St Johns Ambulance.

32. Local Walks.

33. Long Stratton Library.
       Diggers & Diblers.

34. Church Services.
       From the Parish Registers.

35. Contact details & information on
       the Sexton’s Wheel.

As I sit here writing this, it’s an overcast, cold, wet and windy 
day but on the bright side, the snowdrops are out, and other 
spring flowers are starting to make an appearance to remind 
us that better weather will soon be on the way. Hopefully it will 
arrive in time for Easter, especially for those planning an Easter 
Egg hunt.

HAPPY EASTER
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New Roofs

Re Roofs

Roof Repairs

Leadwork

Chimneys Repointed

Fascia, Soffit and Guttering

Contact Richard on

07747 784742

● 

● 

●

●

●

●

Richard 
    Walpole
          Roofing

FULLY INSURED

  

 
  

● 

● 
●
●
●
●
●

Bathroom & Kitchen 
refurbishment
Painting & Decorating
Plaster Repairs
Carpentry
Plumbing
Disabled Access work
Garden Services

HOMEFRONT
Handyman Maintenance 

Services

John Johnson
01508 531021 ● 07958 606637

 johnnyxj@yahoo.com 
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New Life and hope

As I write this early in February I can see beautiful little snowdrops and masses of pink 
spring cyclamen when I look out into the garden. They are a lovely reminder that Spring 
is on its way. It is a season of hope with the days getting longer and the flowers and trees 
seeming to come back to life with new growth and foliage. The weather in March can 
be very varied - mild and Springlike, or quite wintry - we’ve even had snow sometimes.  
My sister was married on the 31st of March many years ago, and although the weather 
was dry that day, the previous day there had been snow showers. The wedding day was 
actually Easter Monday, so there had been snow on the 30th, Easter Sunday! Easter was 
early that year, as it is again this year, though one day later, on the 31st March. Who 
knows what the weather will bring? 
The Easter message of new life and hope can be reflected in Spring in the world around 
us, God’s creation. On Easter Day we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ after the 
suffering and sadness of Good Friday, which he endured for love of us all as he died 
on the cross. He offers us new and eternal life, with meaning and hope, if we put our 
trust in him, and to be our friend and guide as we live our lives. This is why there are 
quiet reflective services on Good Friday, and joyful celebrations on Easter Day in our 
churches. All are welcome to come to these - details are at the back of Sexton’s Wheel.
You may have read that Messy Church has been having a winter break. Plans are now 
being made for it to start up again in the Spring, another example of new life! The first 
session is planned for Sunday 7th April - still in the Easter season, so with an Easter 
theme. It will start at 4 pm in St Mary’s Church with activities, Bible story and worship, 
with a simple tea afterwards, ending around 5.30. Messy Church is for everyone, but 
especially children with parents or grandparents (or both). Easter eggs, with their 
symbolism of new life, may very well be a part of that day.
Chocolate eggs are very much a feature of Easter celebrations, (even though they may 
be seen in the shops straight after Christmas!) but Easter is about so much more. 

Happy Easter
Revd Elisabeth Spry.

20th April Long Stratton Village Hall
Books on sale 7:00pm Eyes down 7:30pm

Bring your own snacks and drinks

Proceeds to St Mary’s Church



6



7

2nd Long Stratton Brownies

•	 Door to door dial-a-ride service
•	 Weekly members outings throughout the year
•	 Group hires for not-for-profit organisations
Borderhoppa Outings for March 2024

Mon 4th – Beccles – Fare £15.00
Mon 11th – Green Pastures Plant Centre, Apton – Fare £15.00
Thurs 14th – Lunch at The Black Horse, Thorndon – Fare £8.00
Mon 18th – Highways Nursery & Shopping Centre -  Fare £15.00
Thurs 21st – Foundry Plant Centre, Tasburgh – Fare £8.00
Mon 25th – Earsham Hall Tea Rooms - £8.00 

To book or for more information please call 01379 854800 or visit our website www.
borderhoppa.org

In February the Brownies celebrated ‘Thinking Day’, the 
birthday of our Founders Lord and Lady Baden-Powell, 
by renewing our Promise and looking at Guiding 
around the World.
 
We also continued with Skills Builder Reflect 2 and designed our own flags. We also 
planned our own Festival as a Unit Meeting Activity (UMA) and danced to a popular 
song.
 
During one of our meetings our Divisional Commissioner (Claire) 
visited to present Helen, Hawk Owl, 1st Long Stratton Rainbows, 
with her 20 years Long Service Award and Karen, Rabbit, 2nd 
Long Stratton Brownies, with her 5 years Long Service Award.  
Well done to both Helen and Karen for their commitment 
to guiding and all the activities they do with Rainbows and 
Brownies.
 
Brownie Guiders
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PA I N T  &  R E PA I R  C E N T R E

•  All makes and models
•  Insurance approved
•  Small dents to major repairs
•  Tyres at competitive prices
•  Vehicle sales
•  Courtesy cars available

Unit 2 | Robert Harvey Way
Tharston | NORWICH | NR15 2FD

01508 535888 
Where quality counts!

www.ymark.com | info@ymark.com

Family Run, Private Hire Taxi
Based in Long Stratt on

Off ering a friendly, reliable service 
Short and Long Distances

 Airports and Stati ons
Courier Service
6 and 8 seaters

It is highly recommended to 
pre-book

Please call or message on 
07464736667

Or visit www.kandjcars.co.uk

Family Run, Private Hire Taxi
Based in Long Stratt on

Off ering a friendly, reliable service 
Short and Long Distances

 Airports and Stati ons
Courier Service
6 and 8 seaters

It is highly recommended to 
pre-book

Please call or message on 
07464736667

Or visit www.kandjcars.co.uk

 PAUL LOVETT 
Repairs & Servicing
Home Appliances

07999 355267 
E: lovett.repair@gmail.com

Covering South 
Norfolk and North 
Suffolk

20+ years experience
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Dear parents and carers
I'm responsible for the school crossing point on Swan 
lane, near the Manor road junction. Whilst the role 
is funded primarily for under 12's, I'm very happy to 
help anyone who wishes to cross Swan lane, from 
approximately 8.15am to 8.45am and between 3pm 
to 3.30pm during St.Mary’s school term times. Please 
encourage your children/young adults to use this. A 
lot of pupils come down on the left side of Swan lane, 
meaning they still have to cross Manor road if heading 
to either the Hgh School or Manor-Field. If they used 
the right side, where I stand, it would avoid them 
having to cross the very busy Manor road entirely. The 
role has been going for nearly 5 months, and whilst 
there are regular pedestrians, I feel the "novelty" has 
worn off for some others. Please help me keep your children safer, by encouraging the 
use of the manned crossing point, rather than "playing chicken" at other unsupervised 
crossing points. I'm afraid these are seen almost daily. Thank you.
P. Rochester.
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Long Stratton & District WI

Caravan for Hire.

2018 HOLIDAY CARAVAN FOR HIRE AT SEASHORE HOLIDAY PARK GREAT YARMOUTH.

3 BEDROOMS FULLY EQUIPPED>>AVAILABLE APRIL TO OCTOBER 3,4, or 7 DAY LETS
SLEEPS 6-8 PERSONS PRIVATE LET. 38ft x12ft size
 
MORE DETAILS FROM MARGARET on 01508 536821 or 07950 630545

Booking a speaker for a meeting in January comes with the risk of uncertain weather. 
We decided to ask a member, an experienced crafter, if she would lead a session for us. 
So members gathered along a table set out with all the necessary equipment to make 
a greetings card. Everyone seemed to be absorbed in doing their best, even the non-
crafters among us, as can be seen from some of the lovely cards in the pictures below.

 
A few had met for a knit and natter earlier in the month, but 
this was the first time we had all been together since the 
December party and Christmas lunch.
Consequently there were several items of business to deal 
with, one being the Norfolk Federation’s annual meting in 
March. At the time of writing tickets have 
been booked for eight of our members to attend, one being 

the delegate who will report back at a future meeting. Then, 
after an extended social time and 
refreshments the meeting resumed, including judging our 
monthly competition, distribution of birthday posies and 
drawing the raffle.
 
When you are reading this in the March issue of the 
Sexton’s Wheel our March Annual meeting will be three 
weeks away and the last for this year’s programme. New 
members can join at any time throughout the year but the 
start of a new year is a good time. If you are unsure about committing yourself, then look 
out for posters advertising our new programme which starts at the April meeting.
 
We meet in Long Stratton Village Hall on the third Wednesday of the month at 7.30. pm. 
We are a small, friendly institute and you don’t have to  live in the village to come along. 
There is plenty of parking behind the village Hall which can be found opposite the parish 
church along the A.140. If you would like any further information please telephone 
01508 531154.
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LONG STRATTON MEDICAL PARTNERSHIP 
Swan Lane Surgery, Swan Lane, Tharston, Norwich, Norfolk, NR15 2UY 

Tel: 01508 530781 
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Long Stratton Town Council
Pavilion, Manor Road Playing Fields, Manor Road,

Long Stratton, NR15 2XR
  Clerk:  Mrs B Buck

Tel: 01508 530524  clerk@longstrattoncouncil.info

Long Stratton’s new youth worker
Hello Long Stratton, I’m Anastasia and I just wanted to introduce myself and my new role 
as the Youth and Community Development Worker for Long Stratton. 
I live and shop locally and have worked with MTM Youth Services, who deliver youth 
projects and services to young people within (and beyond) South Norfolk, since 2019, 
and who are hosting this role on behalf of Long Stratton Town Council.
The role of the Youth & Community Worker for Long Stratton is to work with local partners, 
and especially young people themselves, to develop a range of activities and/or services 
to promote young people’s social, emotional and physical development, including a safe 
space to talk and feel heard.  We aim to offer, as a minimum, regular open access sessions 
for both juniors and seniors (exact age ranges to be confirmed) and additional sessions 
targeted at areas of specific local need, involving young people as much as possible in 
identifying, designing and delivery of the provision. 
We are also hoping to support young people to get more involved in the work of the town 
council, and having a say in the development of your community spaces and places.
Local Easter event
Long Stratton Easter Market is taking place on Saturday 30th March from 12pm until 
6pm.  There will be various stalls of arts, crafts, food, drink and more in the courtyard of 
Tea and Cake, rear of The Queens Head and in front of The Chip Inn.  Alongside this there 
will be an easter egg hunt, just £1 per child, and a Long Stratton Easter Bake Off!
Community room for hire
The community room at the Pavilion is available to hire during the day, evenings, and 
weekends. It has kitchen facilities, WIFI and free parking available. Please contact us if 
you would like to make a booking or would like to come and view the facilities.
Upcoming Full Council meeting dates
The Full Council meetings are held in the Pavilion community room.  Anyone is welcome 
to attend the meetings but whilst members of the public cannot participate, a short 
period of time is given for members of the public to air their views on matters directly 
related to the Town Council.
The next two meeting dates are: Monday 11th March 2024 and Monday 8th April 2024 
at 7pm.
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Messy church update

Thanks to everyone who shared ideas for the way forward for 
Messy Church. Now you can put all these dates in your diary: 
April 7th, May 5th, June 2nd, July 7th, August 4th, Sept 1st, Oct 
6th, Nov 3rd, Dec 1st. (First Sunday of every month)
Everyone is welcome and there will be a good tea at the end so 
the whole family can relax together.

The programme will be:
4 pm arrival and registration followed by crafts and other activities based on that  
month’s theme.
4.45 bring the activities together for the Bible story and worship.
5 to 5.30 tea.

There is no charge but there will be the chance for donations from those who are able.
Want to know more or to volunteer to help? Contact us at: 
strattonmessychurch@gmail.com.
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PILATES 
Beginners and Intermediate

Classes in:
Wacton Village Hall - Thursday mornings

Hempnall Village Hall - Monday evenings

For further details contact
Jo Douglas - 01508 530261  
greenacresfarm@tinyworld.co.uk
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Your local family run building company with 

28 years experience. 
 

• General Building work 
• Extensions 
• Alteration / Restoration work 
• Insurance Repairs   
• Chimney Repairs 
• Garden Walls 
• Drainage repairs 
• Fencing and much more 
• 24hr emergency call out 

 
Why not take a look at our Facebook Page to 
see some of our work and reviews from our 

satisfied customers. 
https://www.facebook.com/GDHBUILDERS 

 
07549 420307 

Email:  gdhbuilders@gmail.com 
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M T W T F S S
1

Wacton Social Club
open 7.00pm - 11.00pm with 

Bingo

2 3

4
Local Walk - see page 38

Pilates - Hempnall Village Hall
see p16

5

Coffee Morning
Wacton Village Hall 10.30am

6       7
Pilates - Wacton Village Hall
                   see p16

8 9  Wacton Church Coffee
 Morning 1030am.

10

11
Pilates - Hempnall Village Hall

see p16

LSTC Meeting
Pavillion comunity Room 

Manor Rd
19:00

12          

Diggers & Dibblers
Forncett Village Hall

7:30pm
see p33

13
Cup of Hope

Pavillion community Room
08:50am - 11:30am

  Lions Club Meeting
 Phone Roy Woodhouse for 

details on 01508 531406

14  
Pilates - Wacton Village 

        Hall see p16

Lunch Club 12:00 - 2:00pm
Long Stratton

Congregational Church Hall
Call 07968716698 to book

Tharston& District W.I.
Wacton Village Hall

7:30pm

15
Wacton Social Club

open 7.00pm - 11.00pm
pool,darts etc

16 17
Community Family Breakfast 

9:45am at Long Stratton 
Congregational Church Hall

Hope Church
Wacton Village Hall

15:30 .

18 

Pilates - Hempnall Village Hall
see p16

19

Coffee Morning
Wacton Village Hall 10.30am

20
 

 Long Stratton & District W.I
LS Village Hall 1930

21
Pilates - Wacton Village Hall

see p16

22 23   

  

 

24

25

Pilates - Hempnall Village Hall
see p16

26 27
Cup of Hope

Pavillion community Room
08:50am - 11:30am

  Lions Club Meeting
 Phone Roy Woodhouse for 

details on 01508 531406

28
Pilates - Wacton Village Hall

see p16

29 30
  

31
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Our December meeting was at The Jolly Farmers when we all enjoyed a Christmas meal 
– no self-catering this time! The food was excellent, the raffle offered great prizes then 
Gill Banks and Cynthia Hill offered an entertaining poem. Lots of chatter and laughter so 
I am sure members enjoyed this different meeting with many friends.
A Dog is for Life was the topic for January and the speaker, Emily Matthews from The 
Dogs Trust, made this an interesting and enjoyable talk illustrated with film clips. Many 
members would now like to visit but are worried they may adopt a dog!
February is now our annual meeting and it is hard to remember the date change from 
November. It is always good to be reminded of the different speakers and events over the 
last year when our secretary, Margaret, reads her report. What a lot we have done over 
the year! Penny, our treasurer, presented her report and thankfully we have sufficient 
funds to carry on even though we had many banking problems. Barclays closed our 
account with no warning, and this left Penny to pay for our Christmas meal from her 
own account. Many thanks to Penny for seeing us through this difficulty. Thankfully this 
has been resolved, we have our account back! Our Annual Meeting is only for members 
as the new committee is decided for the next year, and as usual we had a good number 
of members present. Our present committee were all keen to continue for another year 
so they will get together to make plans for the year. This year we offered a ploughman 
supper and quiz after the business meeting and then allowed plenty of time for chat and 
laughter. 
In February we are having a craft afternoon to make cotton bags for food banks to offer. 
This is to help people be aware of climate change and the small things like reusing fabric 
is one thing we can do to help.
The ‘& District’ in our name includes the nearby villages where many members live. We 
meet at Wacton Village Hall on the second Thursday of the month at 7.30 and generally 
hold an additional event each month. 
Heather Jeary

Tharston & District WI

Diss u3a

The next talk at Diss U3A is on Thursday 7th March, by Sally-Anne 
Lomas - Julian of Norwich.  Visitors are welcome.

For more information contact Duncan Livingstone at: dissu3agroups@
gmail.com or phone 01379 890189.
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Harleston Choral Society

Harleston & District u3a

Harleston Choral Society – STOP PRESS !  
 

Our brilliant annual Quiz 
evening is on Friday 15 March in South Elmham St James Village Hall IP19 0HP (ample 
parking, and level access to the village hall).  6.45 pm for a 7.00 pm start.  All welcome, 
tickets on the door - cash only please - £10.00 pp, which includes a delicious two-course 
supper.  Bring your own drinks).  Groups of six for the quiz but we can make up teams on 
the night. 
And don’t forget that although our Spring Term began on 8 January, it’s not too late to 
join us as we   rehearse Saint-Saëns Requiem and Dvořák Mass in D Major for our Summer 
Concert on 29 June 2024.  No auditions, and music is provided free. Practices are on a 
Monday evening 7.30 pm- 9.30 pm, in The London Road Church, Harleston IP20 9BH. 
Parking available in The Original Factory Shop (TOFS), almost opposite the church. 
Further information about the choir is on our website www.harlestonchoralsoc.org.uk 
(which may not be completely up-to-date, owing to unforeseen circumstances) or from 
Stella Brownsea at heidihouse@btinternet.com  

Harleston & District u3a welcomes you to our monthly talk, Needham – A Small Village 
with a Big History, on Wednesday 20 March at 2.00 pm in St John’s Church, Harleston 
IP20 9AZ.  It will be given by local historian Steve Poulter.  Steve will reveal highlights 
from the long history of this tiny Waveney village which feature in his newly-published 
book.  Signed copies will be available to buy after his talk.  Visitors welcome, admission 
£3.00 including refreshments.

 
 

Copyright Adrian S Pye
Further information about this and all Harleston & District u3a’s activities is on our 
website www.u3asites.org.uk/harleston or by contacting Kim Poulton on 01986 
788149.  
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Let’s Chat is opening again on 19th March in St Mary’s 
Church. Why not come down for a gossip where Janet 
and the team will be there to welcome you with tea, 
coffee and homemade cake.

  All will be welcome

Let’s Chat

Friday 1st March 2024 at 2pm
United Service at Long Stratton Congregational Church

A service for everyone entitled - 'I beg you, bear with one 
another in love'

Prepared by the Christian Women of Palestine
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Suppliers of:

● 
● 
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Mixed hard and soft wood
Shingle [Natural]
Sand
Hoggin
Ballast
Crushed Concrete
Ornamental Granite Chippings
Top Soil
Cultivated rolled turf 
Bark Chippings
Compost & Peat
Plumb Slate

CARRY-ALL
Mel Rogers

Mob: 07850 402845
Tel: 01508 536182

e-m carry_all@btinternet.com

No VAT - Free delivery
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Caroline’s
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CALL 01508 470674
 FOR A PRICE TODAY

Simons Landscaping Ltd

JUMBO BAG DELIVERIES

SAND         BALLAST

TOPSOIL        SLATE

MULCH         

PLAY BARK

STONE 6/10/20MM

MUSHROOM COMPOST– from a family we have cared for at Rosedale

We are a family 
business and 
promise to  
provide exceptional 
care and a truly 
personal 24 hour 
service, when you 
need it most.

Wymondham     01953 601103
www.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk

“Thank you Rosedale, your 
support and guidance made 

this difficult time a little 
more bearable.”
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Treatment of corns, calluses, 
nail infections and much more.

To arrange a home visit please call 
Wendy Latoy MCFHP, MAFHP on

01379 676872 
or 079 2345 4646

Happy Feet

Qualified Foot 
Health Professional

J.A.T Painting and 
Decorating

Interior and Exterior 

15 Years experience

Friendly, reliable and 
fully insured

For a Free quotation
Call or text us today

07849194890
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Great menu for all to 
enjoy inside or 
outside dining 

17th Century inside plus 
heated pagoda and 

garden outside

The Street, Long Stratton NR15 2XG     www.nethertonsteakhouse.co.uk 

FULL FOOD MENU 
Wed eve: 5pm‐9pm 

Thu, Fri & Sat: 
12 noon‐9pm 

Sunday: 12 noon‐5pm 
including full roast option 

See Facebook 
or phone 01508 531500

TO BOOK EMAIL  
enquiries@ 

nethertonhouse.co.uk
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St.John Ambulance Youth.

Fancy doing something new? Making new friends. Opportunities for girls and boys 
aged 5-10 years. Learning First Aid, visiting interesting places such as the local Gliding 
Club. Fun activities such as giant Scaletrix. Earning lots of interesting certificates and 
badges. Then why not join St. John Ambulance Badgers? Meeting at Aslacton and Gt. 
Moulton Coronation Hall, on Tuesdays during term time from 5.15 to 6.30 pm during 
term time. Also we will shortly be starting St. John Cadets, for 11-16 years, meeting at 
the same location after Badgers. For further information contact Charlie BENNETT on 
01379 677521 or 07850827337 or visit the the St. John ambulance national website 
and register your youngster under Diss Unit.
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Local Walks
A Windy Walk to Morningthorpe

There were thirteen of us who started off walking from Long Stratton. We welcomed 
Evelyn, Anthony and Mary who joined us for the first time. After walking up Star Lane 
we joined Edges Lane and headed out on that quiet road to the open fields east of 
Long Stratton. We could hear skylarks and I saw one battling against the wind. Louise 
reminded us that it may be the last time we see the fields as they are before work on 
the by-pass begins. Amazingly, through binoculars, you can see the spire of Norwich 
Cathedral on the northern horizon from here. Our birdwatchers also stopped now and 
again to record sightings while others enjoyed the chance of a chat together. It was quite 
a sight when something stirred hundreds of wood pigeons and they rose up from distant 
trees. The sun shone and the clouds were whipped along by the wind which made it 
feel colder than the 11 degrees forecast. Still, we were blessed with good weather for 
February.
Soon we took a footpath off the lane and over a field to Stratton Lane. 
The white geese were wary of our group and ran off noisily as we took 
the path alongside their lonely cottage. We arrived in Morningthorpe 
and clutches of snowdrops at the side of the road were nodding their 
heads and yellow aconites brightened the shadows. We approached 
the churchyard via a path at the back and were greeted by more 
snowdrops, this time in swathes across the graves. What a sight! A 
Mistle Thrush was jubilantly singing in the tall trees nearby. The Church 
with its round tower was open and had plenty to see inside such as the 
marvellous wooden carved furniture, pews with doors and impressive 
stained-glass windows. 

After leaving the churchyard through the front 
gate and turning left we soon took a footpath behind the farm and 
alongside fields heading back towards Long Stratton. The gusty 
wind was strong here and threatened to blow us off our feet. We 
came out on a road near to Leeders mill but were then faced with 
a dilemma. The group split into two and those agile enough to 
attempt the high, difficult stiles followed that footpath back to 
Star Lane. I went with the other group and followed the road that 
joined up with Edges Lane again. Early primroses flowered on the 
banks of the ditches and others spotted giant puff ball fungi near 
a hedge on their path.
It was a wonderful opportunity to get out and experience the 
first signs of Spring in the company of others. Thanks to Louise for 

organising the walk. If you’d like to join us next month for a leisurely walk of about four 
miles, then meet outside the public toilets at 10am on the first Monday of the month.
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Long Stratton Library
Open Libraries is available at Diss, Harleston and Long Stratton Libraries, among many 
others around Norfolk. For further details, call in to a branch during staffed hours or call 
the Electronic Library team on 01603 774777.
 
Looking for a meeting space? We have a room available with tables and seating for up 
to 12 guests – profit and non-profit rates available. Email long.stratton.lib@libraries.
norfolk.gov.uk for further information.
 
Activities:
 
Parent & Child Stay & Chat – Mondays, 2pm
Lego Club – age 4-7 Mondays, 3.45pm
Lego Club – age 6-11 Tuesdays, 3.45pm
Bounce & Rhyme – Tuesdays, 2pm
Stitches & Knitters – Thursdays, 2-4pm
 
Opening hours:
Monday: 8am-7pm (staffed 11am-7pm)
Tuesday: 8am-7pm (staffed 1-7pm)
Wednesday: 8am-7pm 
Thursday: 8am-7pm (staffed 1-7pm)
Friday: 8am-7pm
Saturday: 8am-4pm (staffed 11am-4pm)
Sunday: 10am-4pm

Ryan Watts, Library Manager - Diss, Harleston & Long Stratton Libraries 
Norfolk County Council Library & Information Service 

Peonies with Sarah Hammond, a sustainable artisan florist and flower farmer who grows 
fabulous flowers in her walled cutting garden and beautiful peonies on the farm.

Tues 12th March 7.30pm Forncett Village Hall 
£1 members/£3 non-members including a raffle ticket, soft drinks and nibbles. Wine £1 
per glass.

Diggers & Dibblers
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CHURCH SERVICES - March

From the Parish Registers

Congregational Church

Hope Church
17th March- 3:30pm - Service for all ages - separate childrens service - Wacton
                                                 Village Hall.

1st March - 2pm - World Day of Prayer Service 
  
3rd March - 10:45am – Family Service incl. Holy Communion – Bruce Thorn 
  
10th March - 10:45am – Mothering Sunday Family Service – Joy Southam 
  
17th March - 9:45am – Community Family Breakfast 
                      10:45am – Family Service – David Moore 
  
24th March - 9:45am – Monthly Prayer Meeting 
                      10:45am – Palm Sunday Family Service – Colin Basham 
  
29th March - 10:45am - Good Friday Family Service - Pastor Malcolm Simpkin 
  
31st March - 10:45am - Easter Sunday Family Service incl. Holy Communion
                       Pastor Malcolm

3rd March -  9:30am - Morning Prayer - Wacton
                     11:00am- All Age Worship - St Mary’s

10th March - 11:00am - Holy Communion - St Mary’s

17th March -  9:30am - Holy Communion - Waton
                        11:00am - Morning Worship - St Mary’s

24th March -   9:30am - Holy Communion - St Michael’s
                         11:00am - All Age Holy Communion for Palm Sunday - St Mary’s

29th March - 10:30am - Good Friday Reflective Service- St Mary’s

31st March - 11:00am - Easter Sunday Holy Communion - St Mary’s

We offer our condolences to family and friends of:
Arther Woodrow - 12th February - Earlham Cremartorium
Robert John Harvey -  20th February - St Mary’s 
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THE SEXTON’S WHEEL 
If you have something to tell us, an event coming up, an article of interest please 

contact us  email:  thesextonswheel@googlemail.com 
tel: 07557 990169

or send to the Parish Office 8 Flowerpot Lane, Long Stratton, Norwich NR15 2TS 
using the form below.

If you would like to advertise any Community Events  this is free and we can tell over 
2200 households

Editorial:  If possible all editorial to be sent by e-mail.  This saves time putting the 
magazine together and more importantly this would ensure names of people etc are 
spelt correctly.  Deadline for editorial is the 11th of the month

Images:  Any pictures you may have to accompany editorial would be welcome.  
Please send these as jpgs not embedded in a word document.

Adverts:  Advertising rates per issue: -  
Quarter page(6cm x 9cm)  £19.20	 Half page (13cm x 9cm)        £33.60
Full page  (13cm x 18cm)    £60

Market Place:  Advertise items for sale or wanted for £5 per item per issue. 
maximum 30 words.  This is not for commercial items but private adverts only.  
There is a maximum selling price of £500 for goods and the editorial team 
reserve the right to refuse any advert they feel unsuitable. The Sexton’s Wheel 
will not be held responsible or enter into correspondence for any transactions 
between the buyer and seller.  No logos or pictures

Deadline for adverts is the 5th of the month
Fixed charge of £10 for designing and re sizing any advert supplied - we will inform you when the 
advert is submitted if there is to be a cost incurred.  No charge for change of wording if supplied as 
word document.

ADVERTS and DISTRIBUTION OF MAGAZINES - Ian Hetherington
07557 990169  thesextonswheel@googlemail.com

EVENT ___________________________________________________

DATE   ___________________________________________________

TIME   ___________________________________________________

PLACE  __________________________________________________

BRIEF DETAILS ____________________________________________

CONTACT   _______________________________________________
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T     01508 531331 
E      long stratton@whitleyparish.com   
W     www.whittleyparish.com  
Beatrix Potter Cottage, The Street, Long Stratton NR15 2XJ 
 
 

 

Your local independent Estate Agent since 1994 

 

Call Rachel, Liam, Alex, Lene and Sonia 
our friendly, experienced team on  

 

01508 531331 
 

We’ll soon put the Spring in your step 
 

Hatching a move this Easter? 


